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tion. The President said that the resolution was, however, partly out of date
as it wished the Secretary of State not to accord sanction to the new Legislative
rule while sanction had already been accorded. Therefore, Mr, Mitra could
amend it to keep it within the main purposes of the original resolution'
Mr. Mitra accordingly asked for permission to move a resolution that the
Secretary of State, by according sanction to the new ru e, had forfeited the
confidence of the House, that the part played by Lord Irwin in this matter was
highly reprehensible and that steps be taken forthwith to make this House the
master of its owe procedure.
The President declared that the reference to Lord Irwin seemed altogether
inadmissible and wished to hear what Mr. Mitra had to say.
Mr. Mitra replied that the Standing Orders prevented him in his speech only
from impugning the conduct of the Governor-General. The Law ani Home
Members had during the last session stated that the President could not escape
by an hair's breadth from the rules of the House. Therefore, as no express
power was provided to rule this out, the President was powerless and his motion
was in order.
Mr. K. C. Neogy said that the only immunity enjoyed by the Governor-
General was in respect of speech not of a resolution. Moreover, Lord Irwin was
not the Governor-General at present.
The Home Member objected to this irrelevant matter being introduced.
Mr. Patel said the issue on which he wanted an opinion was whether the
Chair had the inherent power to disallow this resolution on the ground that it
involved an abuse of forms of procedure of this House.
Sir James Crerar said that Standing Order 29 prevented any reflection on
the Governor-General's conduct in the course of a speech, while Standing Order
61 imposed an obligation on the member to move the resolution before speaking.
Thus a resolution became part of the speech and became inadmissible if it im-
pugned the Governor-General's conduct.
The President: Supposing the Chair holds that the resolution is different
from the strict speech, under what Standing Orders of the rules he asks me to
disallow this part of the resolution ?
Sir James Crerar : I reply more particularly on the correct interpretation
of the two Standing Orders mentioned,.
The President called on the Law Member to assist them.
Sir B. L. Mitter said that the resolution was an essential part of the speech
and therefore must be disallowed,
The President : If no speech is possible, then I should disallow the resolution.
(Congress applause and laughter).	President: Order, order.
The Law Member : This is not a matter for laughter but a serious question.
The President : It is a very important matter.
Ihe Law Member said that there was no other Standing Order covering that
point except that on a strict interpretation of the rules it would be ruled out,
tbe Hon. Mr. Patel stopped its further progress as, in his opinion, any discussion regarding
this Bill was not possible without reference to matters of fact alieady under adjudication
by a Court of Law. The present alterations in the rules of business were proposed by
the Government of India and the Secretary of State had sanctioned those changes. The
following is the text of the new rule :—
«* In exercise of powers conferred by Sub-Section (1) of Section 67 read with Section
129-A of the Government of India Act, the Governor-General-in-Oouncil with the sanc-
tion of the Secretary of State-in-Council is pleased to direct that following further
amendment shall be made in the Indian Legislative Rules, namely :—
u After Rule 17 of the said Rules the following shall be inserted namely :—
*< 17-A : Notwithstanding anything contained in Rale 15 or Rule 17, the President
shall not have or exercise any power to prevent or delay making or discussion of any
motion relating to a Bill made by a Member in charge of the Biil^ or to refuse to put or
delay putting of a question on any such motion, unless such power is expressly conferred
upon him, or such motion or discussion or putting of such question as the case may be
is exprensly prohibited or directly precluded by any provision of the Government of India
Act, these rules or standing orders,"

